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Jos XVI. 22. 
When a few Years are came, then fall 1 go the 


Way which I ſhall not return. 


HE Shortneſs and Uncertainty of human Life 
call upon us at all Times, and in all circumſtances 
to keep up in our Minds a lively and conſtant 
ſenſe of Duty, preparatory to that great change of 
Nature, which we all in our ſeveral turnt muſt undergo. By 
turns— ] cannot be ſuppoſed to mean a regular Succeſſion 
according to Age and Condition, as this Day's Solemnity 
abundantly convinces us to the contrary, For tho' he him- 
| (elf, (whoſe venerable Remains lie before you) goes down 
to the Grave, being old and full of Days; yet he lived to 
ſee all the deareſt Objects and Pledges of his Affection go 
__—_ him, ſnatch'd away in the Morning or Noon of 
By Viſitations of this ſort, it pleaſes the good Providence 
of Gop ſadly to bring home to ourſelves the frailty of our 
Condition in this World; for altho' every Day's Experience 
furniſhes us with new Scenes of Mortality, yet, as they are 
for the moſt part of ſuch, as we are but ſlightly connected 
with, we are apt to give very little attendance to; tho' few 
of thoſe Spectacles, but have as many to deplore the loſs of 
them, as thoſe within the Compaſs of our own Friends 
and Relations. | | 
But when the Stroke is uplifted againſt ourſelves, it is 
then high time to kiſs the Rod, and bim that hath appointed 
it: to liſten to the Voice of him that ſpeaketh ; and to com- 
ply with the friendly Counſels he ſuggeſts unto us. 
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E. - | "Yo loks of « Parent or Child we dearly love, is like the 


cutting aſunder of Soul and Body, —- is ſcarce to be con- 
ceived, till felt ; and when felt, not to be expreſſed. But 
the loſs of a ſpiritual Parent, has ſomething till more in- 
finitely awful in the Conſideration, tho' leſs affecting per- 
| haps, in regard to the workings of Nature and Humanity. 
For when a Paſtor, who hes /aboured long in the Word and 
Doctrine, and bore rule over you, in your moſt important 
concerns, goes the way in which it was his chief care to 
direct others, it is natural t ca an Eye tewards the End of 
ſuch a Converſation. IK. 
It behoves you at ſuch a Time with more than ordinary 
attention, to recollect the good Inſtructions, which you 
have ſo often heard from his Mouth, ſuch which few Con- 
gregations were ever bleſs'd with; and to examine well 
what Improvement you have made under the divine Diſ- 
penſations of Grace, through his Miniſtry ; and this will 
extremely ſupply the defects of this Day's Exhortation ; 
and your own Memories will be able to furniſh you with 
Matter for it, where I fail. — Being dead, he yet ſpraketh ! 
and more loudly and diſtinctly than ever he did in his Life 
— His cold and filent Remains ſpeak more affectingly, 
than all his Eloquence could - enforce before, that when a 
few Years are come, ye likewiſe muſt all go the way which ye 
ſpall not return. On which Text there cannot be a fairer 
Comment than himſelf: For tho' he had paſt the Period, 
aſſign'd by the Pſalmiſt, to human Life, of Threeſcore Nears 
and Ten, and was now on the Verge of Fourſcore Years, and 
that too with the peculiar Happineſs of being free from 
that Labour and Sorrow, that Feebleneſs and Infirmity 
which are generally incident to that ſtage of Life; yet 
they are ſoon paſt away and are gone — even the long Date 
of Fourſcore Years ſo extenſive in the human Imagination 
is ſoon paſt away and gone! — And the Wiſe and Good 
would, in regard to the Vanity and Nothingneſs of them, be 
glad to ſpare many in the Calculation, but for the Oppor- 


tunity 


. 
tunity of peng, before them a greater Number of 


12 Werks, for 
ncreaſe of Glory. | 

From theſe Words therefore, and ſuitable to the preſent 
Occaſion, give me leave to recommend to your Thoughts 
a ſerious Conſideration of your latter End, and the Eter- 
' nity which will ſucceed it, inaſmuch when a few Years 
are come (at fartheſt, how much ſooner Gop only knows) 
we muſt all go the Way we ſhall not return. 

Theſe Words the divine Writings recommend to our 
Meditation, in the Perſon and Character of holy Jeb : and 
infinite Comfort, no doubt, muſt it be to him, under his 
Calamities to conſider, kowever galling the Burden of his 
reſent Affliction might be, that it could not laſt very 
long, that a few rolling Years would cloſe the .Scene 
of his Life and Misfortunes together ; and that every Hour 
brought them nearer to a Period, in that wiſh'd-for Re- 
8 where the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, and * the 
Weary are at reſt !. 

But however pleaſing this Reflexion may be to him 
whoſe Strength faileth, and is vexed in all things; to him 
who deſpaireth, and hath 40% all Comfort, yet according to 
the beautiful Expoſtulation of the wiſe Son of Sirach, O 
Death! bow bitter is the Remembrance of thee, who liveth at 
reſt in bis Poſſeſſions, unto the Man that hath nothing to vex 
bim, and that bath Proſperity in all things; yea, unto him, 
that is yet able to receive Meat ! 

But however diſagreeable be the Thought to People in 
ſuch a Situation, yet it is at all Times neceſſary, as well 
in our Wealth, as in the Day of Trouble, to reflect upon 
our latter end, and by a conſtant and habitual Meditation 
upon it, ſo to reconcile it to our Thoughts, as not to be 
afraid with any amazement when the hour of our diſſolu- 
tion draweth nigh; but ſubmit with reſi ignation, to that 
indiſpenſable condition of human Nature. 1 

Or 


e Enlargement of their Reward” and 


Fot Cuſtom will Loon make che Reflexion eaſy, and Grate 


will foften the rigour of that Sentence, which Sin and Ne. 


ceſſity- impoſed ; and if we would but let it have its due In- 
fAuence upon us, it will not fail producing a conſtant Pre- 
paration ſuitable to ſo intereſting a Cataſtrophe. 

Now if a conſtant and habitual Meditation upon Death, 


will not only Prepare us for its approach, but even ſcreen 


us from the Terrors of it; whence comes it to paſs, that 
we are ſo induſtrious in ſtifling ſo uſeful a Conſideration, 
upon which depends ſuch defirable conſequences, as to live 
in Comfort, and to die in Peace ? 

In endeavouring to account for ſo great and general an 
Infatuation, 


I. I ſhall inquire into the Occaſion and Grounds of 


Mens | ſtifling the Thought of their Mortality, And 


proceed, 


II. To ſhew the Advantages which will neceſſarily ariſe 
from a conftant and ſerious Meditation upon Death, as 
they come recommended to our Minds by Motives of 


Reaſon and Religion, 


And in regard to our firſt Inquiry ; it is the Love that we 
bear to the Objects of Senſe, which chiefly makes us averſe 


to entertain any thoughts concerning our Mortality. 


I need not ſay how exact a proportion the Objects of 
Senſe bear to our Appetites : It is a Truth too well known 
to be inſiſted upon, that few are abſtracted enough to reliſh 
any Pleaſures of a different Turn, or to anſwer the nobler 
End of their Creation, in the Enjoyment of Gop, and the 
purſuit of intellectual Happineſs. No; give the Blind ſen- 


ſual Wretch an uninterrupted ſwing in riot and wanton- 


neſs, and he will not ſeem to feel the Abſence of his 
real and ſubſtantial good; nor wiſh an Immortality of any 
other Happineſs, than what he now enjoys. 


Talk 


Oo 
Talk to him of ſpiritual Life and Enjoyments, and he 
will be effected, as you may conceive a Man blind from his 
Birth would be, with '@ Deſcription of ſine Views'and ex 
tenfive Proſpects, of as the deaf would be entertain'd, Ne 
the moſt harmonious and rapturous Muſic. | 
ny outward' Organ of Senſe diſquali- | 


For as a Defect in a 
fies it from receiving any due Impreſſion from its proper 
Objects ſo does a Habit of Senſuality deſtroy that power 
or faculty of the Soul, which forms a Proportion ſuitable 
to the ane of the Object correſponding to its 1 
culty. 

The Happineſs of another State, 1s what we neither can 
hear or ſee, or perceive with our outward” Senſes. It 
muſt therefore require the ſevereſt Abſtraction of the Soul, 

to purſue a Reflexion of ſomething of which it can receive 
no manner of aſſiſtance, by any reſemblance or hint in 
Nature. Other parts of Speculation have the Advantages 
of ſenſible Objects and Nature to aſſiſt them. For tho' 

it may be in the Power of the Imagination to form to 
_ itfelf an Idea of a Pile of Building, much more magni- 
ficent, than it is in the power of Art to execute; or to 
paint a Landſcape with an aſſemblage of Beauties, no 
where to be found altogether in Nature, yet it ſtil] received 
ſome previous Hints, from what it before had heard 
er ſeen, or read of. 

But ſpiritual Tdeas, ſuch as the Enjoyment of Gop, and 
the Happineſs of another State, bear no manner of relation 
to any thing that we have heard or ſeen ; they fly the Graſp 
of the-Apprehenfion, and the moſt ſteady Purſuit of the 
Mind, and ſeem to be ſomething that the Soul pants to en- 
joy, but is at a loſs to find out the Manner, as well as the 
Meaſure of the Enjoyment. | 

It muſt be therefore with no ſmall difficulty that ſuch - 
Ideas are impreſs'd upon the Mind, becauſe of the diſpropor- 
tion they bear to our outward Senſes ; nor are they more 
7 71 retained, 3 the Importunity of outward Objects, 


which: + 


« „ | 
which ſtrike us in one inconceivable Succeſſion, and are 
continually diverting the bent of our Thoughts another 
way. But we ought to be very earneſt in our Endeavours 
to get the better of that unhappy Bias of our Wills and 
Appetites, becauſe a too familiar and unreſerved converſe 
with outward” Objects, will by inſenſible degrees. create 
an averſion to things that are only ſpiritually diſcern'd, 
and by a diſuſe of entertaining any Thoughts about them, 
will at: laſt leave the Soul uncapable of thinking of them 
any more, and in their ſtead make it to be forced to 
ſtoop to the Pleaſures of Senſe for an ill- grounded com- 
pulacencx; driven like the firſt Man out of Paradiſe, to 
ſeek his Happineſs in a World of Mikey and Woe. 
And when a Man hath choſe this World as his Portion, 
and confines his utmoſt Thoughts and Pruſpects here, it is 
no wander if he ſtartle at the Apprebenſion of leaving it, 
together with all he holds dear and deſirable. To reflect 
that when a few Years (nay a few Days or Hours) are 
come, be muſt go the Way whence he never ſhall return; and 
that he muſt then enter upon a new, untry'd State of 
Exiſtence is a painful Thought; but how much aggravated 
by the Reflexion, that he ſhall carry nothing away with him 
when be dieth ; and that neither his Pleaſures nor his Pcmp 
ſhall follow him; that he is going where there 7s no 
Eating er Drinking, no Marrying, or being given in Mar- 
riage; no one Object to excite one ſprightly Thought or 
gay Deſire. It is not therefore difficult to be accounted 
for, why he is ſo induſtrious in ſtifling a Reflexion ſo 
deſtructive of his opinionative Happineſs ; eſpecially when 
it is rendered {till more inſupportable by the Fears of 
ſomething after Death. | | - PFF 
While he is immers'd in the G and Pleaſures of 
Life, while he is purſuing every Intereſt but his true one; 
it would be a perpetual Uneaſineſs and Reſtraint, to be 
met at every turn of Thought, that for all zheſe Things 
GOD will bring him to Judgment, * 
i 18 


© SOL. 4 

This muſt neceflarily afford him conſtant Matter of Inter- 
ruption in his Pleaſures, and Diſtraction in his Buſineſs. 
He therefore is obliged to ſhift: with Artifice the Enemy 
he dare not face; and though his ill-boding Suggeſtions of- 
ten 14 him to meet bis Enemy in the Way, and 
make his Peace with him; and though he is perſuaded it 
would be his trueſt Intereſt ſo to do ; yet for the Preſent 
he is willing to check that his Boſom-monitor, with Prace 
be flill, what have I to do with thee, get thee bebind me; 
or as Felix diſmiſſed St. Paul, When l have a more con- 
ventent Seaſon I will ſend for thee. Thus does he endea- 
vour to filence the Clamours of Conſcience here, that it 
may upbraid him hereafter, and divert the Gnawing of 
the Warm, which treacherouſly intermits for a little while, 
that it may gnaw for eve. 5 

Thus, the making Proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfil the 
Luſts thereof, precludes all manner of Thought of a cer- 
tain and neceſſary Evil, and makes Men riſk the unutter- 
able Miſeries of another State, that they may ſmoothly 
enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon. This cloſes our 
Eyes, and ſtifles our Apprehenſions, and even renders 
that reſtleſs Principle Curioſity unactive; which, as it firſt 
prompted Man to his Ruin, fo ſtill does it puſh him upon 
every Inquiry but that which moſt nearly concerns him, — 
ſtrange Infatuation ! that we ſhould find Leiſure to be buſy 
in every one's Affairs but our own,— that we ſhould be fo 
intenſely employed upon the moſt trivial Subjects of Specu- 
lation,— and yet caſt not one Thought towards. the Place 
whither we are going ; what we muſt be when we go 
hence, and muſt be forever! - | 

Which brings me to conſider, 


II. The great Advantages which will ariſe from a con- 
ſtant and habitual Meditation on our latter End, in order 
to recommend it as a nam and neceſſary Duty. * ; 

a e 


(66%. 
The Advantages of it muſt from hence appear infinitely 
great, as it will make our Life eaſy and comfortable, and 
our Death happy, and that by theſe. three Methods 

rr, g3-2502 Dos ; a on Sikh off 
1. By ſhewing us the Difproportion. between this Life 
f and Eternity. 1 «F111; 41693 i nnn 


2. By taking us off from ſenſual Objects, and 
3. By diſarming Death of his Terrors. 


He who makes this Life his only Care, in his Imagina- 
tion ſtretches it out as a Space of a long Duration, and 
according to his miſtaken Idea of it, lays up a proviſional 
Store for opinionative Happineſs, equal to his hopes of 
length of Days; he views the Period of his Life, as through 
the wrong End of a Perſpective, which repreſents the 
Object juſt before him, at almoſt an infinite Diſtance. 
But he that is ſo wiſe as to conſider his latter End, views 
Life under quite different Repreſentations ; he conſiders it, 
as no more than a Dream,— a Tale;— a Shadow, — we a- 
wake and the Dream vaniſheth,— The Tale is told, and the 
Remembrance of it paſſeth away, — The Shadow departeth 
and the Place thereof knoweth it no more ! 

As ſoon as we were born we began to draw to our End, 
not to the End of our Being; becauſe God created Man to 
be immortal, and to be the Image of bis own Eternity: But, I 
mean, to an End of this tranſitory State of Exiſtence, aſ- 
figned him in this World ; betwixt which and Eternity, it 
ſurpaſſes the Stretch of human Thought to conceive the 
Diſproportion. Time from its Birth to its lateſt Period, in 
reſpect to that Duration, is a Point,— is nothing,— like a 
Bubble upon a River it flows upon the Surface for a 


— little while, then burſts, and mixes with the Stream for 
ever! 


1f 


| (  ) Ms 242, 
If I put the Queſtion to a Man, whether for the ſake- 
of a Moment's exquiſite Gratification, he would conſent to 
be as exquiſitely tortured for a Thouſand Years; I doubt. 


not, but he would think, I miſtruſted his Underſtanding | | 


in propofing it; yet that Fool is he, and a far greater, 
who, to enjoy the tranſitory Pleaſures of Sin, ſtakes his 
everlaſting Happineſs ; for what is the longeſt Life in re- 
ſpe& of that Duration? It is as the ſmalleſt Grain or Par- 
ticle of Matter in reſpe& to the Univerſe; tho' even here 
the Compariſon falls infinitely ſhort of affording a juſt Eſti- 
mate of the Diſproportion; for a- Grain or Particle of 
Matter, however ſmall it be, is ſtill a Part of the Univerſe; 
but it is beyond the Power of Numbers to calculate, or 
Thought to conceive, the leaſt Part of the Days of Eter- 

nity! 
A Man who conſtantly reflects upon himſelf, as an 
eternally exiſtent Being, cannot well be wanting in a Be- 
haviour ſuitable to ſuch a Character, eſpecially when he 
thinks, that upon this alone depends his everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery. It is impoſſible under ſuch an influencing 
Motive, he could betray ſuch a Careleſſneſs and Indifference 
as the Generality of the World do, in a Matter of ſuch 
infinite Importance; ſuch a Conſideration well weighed, 
and brought home to himſelf, would make him take heed 
to all his ways, (and as an ingenious Author obſerves) 
venture upon doing nothing now that he may be aſhamed 
of, and ſorry for a thouſand Years hence. It muſt flacken 
his Affections to the Intereſts and vain Pomps of this World; 
and if the Philoſopher could deſpiſe all the Grandeur of 
this Life, in priding himſelf in the Title of a Citizen of 
this World ; into how - much a braver Contempt of it, 
will it influence him te conſider, to think that he is the 
Heir of Immortality, and a Citizen of Heaven. It muſt 
in (ſhort make him forego all the mean contracted Views of 
Life, for the nobler Employment off doing good, and en- 
2 riching 


N 1 1 | 
Hd Ame in good Works, (as the Apoſlie ſpeaks) lohing 


up in Store for ed of Pn e againſt the Tin | * 
comes my be wy he: erer nal . 


—_ - 1 come W in the Second place to ew the Advantage 
28 an habitual Meditation upon Death, as it will take us off 
1 from ſenſual Objects. 

= It was a juſt Obſervation: of a pious and Journed Divine, 

[| that, No Man can have Felicity in two States of Things, 
| « if he take it in Gow, in Gop he ſhall have it hereafter ; 
. Ffor Gop will aſt for ever. But if he take his Felicity 
Lt | «in the Things of this World, where will be the Object 
28 „of his Happineſs, when this World is at an End? fo 
ns | | « that here, or hereafter, muſt be his Portion.” 

The Happineſs of the Life to come is purely Intellec- 
_ tual,” without any Mixture, that we now can conceive, of 
_ ſenſual Enjoyment: As therefore, upon leaving theſe, we 
| hope to paſs to Pleaſures of a quite different Turn; it 
| muſt a 7 us- extremely cautious of too intimately blend- 
| ing our Affections with the Things of this Life, conſidering 
| our preſent Situation is a School, a State of Probation for 
the next World, and the Habits and Inclinations which 
. we contract here will laſt us for ever. Particularly (as 1 

[| obſerv'd before) that too cloſe a Familiarity with ſenſual 
1 Objects, has a natural Tendency to ſubvert all manner of 
1 Reliſh for ſpiritual Enjoyment, inſomuch that Heaven itſelf 
could not be Happineſs to a worldly-minded Man. 

15 For grant the Senſualiſt (as he fondly hopes) to be ad- 
| mitted into Heaven, what Enjoyment could he propoſe 
to himſelf there, where there is no Eating or Drinking, 
no Marrying or being given in Marriage? how could he 
be capable of the beatific Viſion, and the Society of An- 


gels, without © Holineſs, that one Qualification, of ſeeing the 
Lord? what Pleaſure could it be to him, 7% be fnging 


* fo bim that fits upon the Throne, for ever and ever, 


Hy 
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in 


in whoſe Heart there is no Gratitude, and in whoſe Mouth 
the Song of Praiſe is taſtleſs? or how ſhall a Soul untun'd. 


with every diſcordant paſſion of Malice, Envy and Revenge, 
affect thoſe Regions of Harmony and Love? the Confide- 
ration therefore, that we muſt ourſelves form our own 
Qualifications for thoſe Manſions of Bliſs, muſt ſtir up in 
us an ardent Zeal of purifying ourſelves, as Gop is pure; 
and make us extremely careful how we harbour any un- 
ruly Paffion in our Breaſt, deſtructive of our preſent Ho 
of future Happineſs ; ing this World as not abuſing it, be- 
cauſe the Faſhion of this World paſſeth away. | 


Laſtly, a conſtant Meditation upon Death will diſarm it 
of its Terrors. ee | 
This cannot be ſo properly called another, and a new 
Advantage ariſing from this Practice, as a Conſequence 
and a Reſult from the other Two; for when we have Re- 
fleted long enough upon it, to beget in us a Senſe of 
the Difproportion between this Life and Eternity, and an 
Indifference to ſenſual Objects, the Horrors of Death will 
inſenſibly vaniſh ; becauſe, (as I obſerv'd before) they are 
our Luſts and Paſſions, which dreſs. him up in all his for- 
midable Array, and paint him upon our Imagination the 
King of Terrors. | | | wy 
Had Death been really terrible, (faid a wiſe Heathen) 
it had appeared ſo to Socrates ;. but Socrates, by the Light 
of Reaſon, had ſo practiſed himſelf in the Meditation up- 
on the Vanity of ah mortal Enjoyments, that the Conti- 
nuance of them was to him Matter of Indifference ; and a 
pleaſing; tho' uncertain Expectation of Immortality, anima- 
ted him with Joy and Tranſport, at the Approach of his 
Diſſolution. 15 3 | 
How far more tranſcendent Comfort muſt attend the 
dying Chriftian in his laſt Moments, 200 knows in whom 
be has believed; and is confident that be is able to keep that 


which 


| | a 
which he has committed to him againſt that Day : that he is 
refigning his Soul into the Hands of a faithful Creator and 
Redeemer, in ſure and certain Hopes of a ReſurreQion to 
everlaſting Life. 24645 | 8 od; - 

And if a common Life of blameleſs Integrity, or a fin- 

cere Repentance will intitle a Man to this Comfort ; what 
a Crown of rejoicing muſt be his Portion, who has laid up 
an uncommon Treaſure of good Works; who beſides a Con- 
ſcience void of offence towards GOD, and towards Men, 
laboured more than fifty Years in his Lord's Vineyard; 
and who conſtantly during that Interval, preached twice 
every LoRD's Day, with little or no Intermiſſion ; not in 
the wild Rants of Enthuſiaſm, which ſerve to amuſe, 
perplex or terrify, rather than to anſwer the proper Ends 
of Edification ; much leſs (as the Manner of too many 
is) in the cold, lifeleſs Doctrines of Morality ; but rightly 
dividing the Word in Truth and Soberneſs? ? 
His Abilities as a Scholar and Divine, as well as ever 
other perſonal Qualification, might have intitle him to the 
higheſt Stations in the Church, which, as his Learning 
might have done Honour to, his Wiſdom and Prudence 
was extremely well calculated to conduct and manage. 

This Circumſtance however might have been omitted 
before this Audience, but as an Inhancement of his great 
Condeſcenſion ; that whereas it had pleaſed Gop to place 
him in the Station of a private Clergyman, he not- 
withſtanding, could level himſelf to the Buſineſs of his 
Calling, in ſtooping to the Directory of a plain Man's 
Duty, at the ſame Time that he was capable, as moſt Men 
living, to determine the moſt abſtruſe and controverted 
Points of Polemical Divinity. 

Nor was his Judgment in- that Miniſtry leſs conſpicuous 
than his Humility ; for avoiding ſcrupulous and perplexing 
Doubts ; his main drift was to ſhew, that denying their 
 Ungedlineſs and Lufts, and living godly, honeſily and ſoberly 
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i this preſent World; with a thorough Perſuaſion, - and 
Faith in the Satisfaction of CuRIST's Death and Paſſion, to- 
gether with a ready Compliance with all his holy Ordinan- 
ces, would infallibly ſecure the ſincere Chriſtian, an inberi- 
tance among the Saints in Light ; and to diſcountenance the 
lazy Pretenſions of an extraordinary Piety, to the Preju- 
dice of an honeſt Induſtry; he taught them both by Pre- 
cept and Example, that their next Duty which they ow'd 
to Gop, was that of minding their own Bufineſs in their 
ſeveral Callings and Employments ; that they were ſerving 
Gop, while they were ſerving themſelves and their Fa- 
milies, and might ſecure their Intereſts in both Worlds at 
the ſame Time. To which Purpoſe, as a good Friend, he 
was as hearty in promoting their temporal Concerns, as the 
pious Paſtor was warm and affectionate in promoting their 
eternal Welfare; to which friendly Offices he was more 
than commonly qualified by an excellent Judgment and Sa- 
gacity, and a thorough Acquaintance with the whole Oeco- 
nomy of human Life; ſo that I dare appeal to moſt of 
you here preſent, for a Teſtimony of that uninterrupted 
friendly Intercourſe that ſubſiſted between you, during the 
long Courſe of his Miniſtry, on his Part — all the good 
Offices of a good Paſtor and kind Neighbour — and on 
your Part, a grateful Senſe of them, in a due Return of 

Reſpect and Obſervance. | 
His natural Habit of Cheerfulneſs and Benevolence in- 
clined him to be affable and courteous to all Men ; with- 
out the leaſt Mixture of mean and ſervile Compliances, for 
he no more courted the Smiles, than he dreaded the Threat- 
nings of Man, whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils. He, in ſome 
meaſure, imitated the Character of the Baptiſt, in conſtant- 
ly ſpeaking the Truth, and in boldly rebuking Vice; and 
to which I might venture to add the third Particular, of 
that of ſuffering patiently for the Truth's ſake ; had he 
been called thereunto by divine Providence ; the R 
irtues 
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Virtues to Which Purpoſe few Men ever had in a more 
eminent Degree, namely thoſe of perſonal Courage and 

Bravery, of Patience and Reſignation, Inſtances of which 
I perſuade myſelf need no mentioning before this Aſſem- 
bly : — you are all Witneſſes to them. ” 
But however there is one, I cannot altogether paſs by in 
ſilence; and that is his amazing Fortitude of Behaviour 
upon the Loſs of an only Son—one, that had every Accom- 
pliſhment to command Reſpect, every amiable Virtue to 
endear Friendſhip ! — a Loſs that might have brought 
down a Patriarch, and his grey Hairs with Sorrow to the Grave. 
A Loſs which nothing could have ſupported him under 
but the Conſciouſneſs of the Integrity of his own Heart, — 
and a Senſe of Duty, to cry out with old E/ 7: 7s the 
LORD! —— and inſtead of finking under the Preſſure 
of ſo ſore a (Calamity, to the Abatement of his active 
Powers, he was rather animated thereby to exert them 
in the Intereſts of the Orphans he left behind him 
through all the Intricacies of a perplex'd Adminiſtration, 
which could ſcarce have been effected by any Addreſs 
leſs fingular, or an Induſtry leſs indefatigable than his own 
Time would fail me to enter into farther Particulars 
concerning this valuable Man, therefore to ſum up the 
Whole, when we ſhall enquire after a Perſon conſcienti- 
ous in the Diſcharge of his Duty, Honeſt in his 
Intentions, Upright in his Dealings, — and irre- 
proachable in Word and Deed, we ſhall not find a fairer 
_ Tranſcript of One than in the Character and Memory of 
Dr. CLARKE! 1 295 | A OR”: 
As I have already too long treſpaſſed upon your Pa- 
tience, I ſhall be as brief as poſſible in the Application.—- 
And to begin with the Obje& before us, let us live the 
Life of the Righteous, that our laſt End may be like bis; 
1 for theſe are the beſt, and only preparatory Means of diſ- 

1 arming Death of his Terrors. And then how tranſporting 
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will be the Thought, łhat we are at Peace with the great 

of human Nature, and that it is out of his Power 

to hurt us, and that we have got rid of that gloomy Suſ- 

up and Anxiety which were wont to fit heavy on the 
t, a Leven in our Pleaſures, and a Canker in every En- 

joyment ; which through fear of Death expoſed us all our 

Life long to the moſt inſupportable Bondage, 

But how eaſy is every Condition of Life to him who is 
not afraid of leaving it ! Is his Lot one continued Series 
of Calamities ? does he now god on bis Way weeping, and find 
none to pity him ? He knows to retire within himſelf, for 
his own Comfort, in this pleaſing Reflection, that he ſhall 
ſoon paſs from this Seat of Sorrow to thoſe Realms of Bliſs, 
where Tears ſhall be for ever wip'd away from his Eyes /— But 
on the other hand is he at eaſe in his Dwelling ? not to be a- 
fraid of the Terrors of Death, will infinitely improve his Feli- 
city. This will give him a ſerenity of Soul, a conſtant habit of 
Cheerfulneſs, ſuch as the World and all its Pomps and | 
Allurements cannot give. He will rife from his Place with | 

Joy, when his Heart trembles not within him under the I 

Apprehenſion of any approaching Danger: for he that , 
has ſecur'd an Intereſt in another World, is very little an- 
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xious about this, and turns every Accident, every Loſs, 
and even Death itſelf to his Advantage. What tho' (fays 
he) Jam cut off in the midſt of my Days, from the Land of the 
Living; I could have indeed liv'd longer to my own 

Satisfaction, and the Comfort of my Friends, but t 
« die and to be with Chriſt, is flill far better.” 

When the Bufinefs of the Day is over, He lays himſelf 
down in Peace, and compoſes himſelf to Reſt, in ſure and: 
certain Confidence of the Divine Favour, not at all ſoli- 
citous about the Perils of the Night, indifferent in his 
Choice to ſleep, or die : 

What Degree of Madneſs is it then to ſtifle the Thought, 
upon. which alone can be built our Comfort here, and: 
| > Happi-- 
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pines hereafter ? if indeed by quietin 
| ds of Death, we could remove him 
Hiſtance, and by ſuſpending our Fhoughts, auen bur 
Fate; this might indeed juſtify: our not entertaini 
| diſagreeable a Reflection; but ſince whether we think 
it or no, this neceſſary End will come in its appointed Time: 
- it much better becomes our Prudence, to provide againſt 
an Evil we cannot avoid, to weigh in the Balance the 
vain Enjoyments of this tranſitory Life and fo men- 
ber the « yo £ Darknys, for 8. are * N 41: 


